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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

On October 26, 2005, the Board of Regents acted as follows:

Conditional approval is granted for the proposed Bachelor of Arts in Heritage

Resources program (CIP 30.1202) at Northwestern State University, effective Fall

2005.   By October 1, 2006, the University shall submit a report to the Commissioner

of Higher Education documenting numbers of students enrolled in the program.

Subsequently, the Board took the following action in January 2007:

The Board of Regents receives the Progress Report relative to the implementation of

the Bachelor of Arts in Heritage Resources at Northwestern State University.  A

subsequent progress report addressing program enrollment shall be submitted to

the Associate Commissioner for Academic Affairs by December 1, 2007.

Regents’ most recent action occurred in February 2008:

The Board of Regents receives the 2007 Progress Report from Northwestern State

University relative to implementation of the Bachelor of Arts program in Heritage

Resources. A subsequent progress report addressing program enrollment and

completion shall be submitted to the Associate Commissioner for Academic Affairs

by January 15, 2009. 

STAFF ANALYSIS

Current Student Enrollment

Northwestern reports twenty-three (23) students formally declared as Heritage Resource majors,

with sixteen (16) concentrating in anthropology, one (1) concentrating in geography, three (3)

concentrating in historic preservation, and two (2) who have not yet selected an area of

concentration.

Of these majors, one is scheduled to graduate in May 2009 and one in August 2009.  Both

students have declared intentions of applying to the M.A. program in Heritage Resources

(MAHR) at Northwestern. 

[Staff note: The B.A. program in Heritage Resources (BAHR) was developed as a feeder

program for MAHR, as well as a replacement program for the bachelor’s degree in anthropology,



which will be terminated as a low-completer program.]  

Student Recruitment Efforts

The institution reports the following:

At present there are currently a dozen academic programs that offer training in historic

preservation to the nation’s undergraduate students.  Northwestern State University is

one of those dozen programs.  This is a point that Northwestern stresses in its recruiting

efforts, and through a direct mail campaign sent last May to 1,000+ history coordinators

and guidance counselors across the state of Louisiana, eastern Texas, and southern

Arkansas. In the past year, faculty worked with two students to facilitate their transfer to

Northwestern from other schools to pursue coursework in historic preservation.  One of

those students, a transfer student who has been accepted and will enroll for a summer

internship in summer 2009, specifically did not apply to UT-Austin because of the range

of courses and experiences (including the university’s service learning and student

organizations) provided in Northwestern’s BAHR program.  The word-of-mouth about

this new program is beginning to work in the University’s interest, and with sufficient

support for the Historic Preservation concentration, the University can parlay the fact

that it provides a unique educational opportunities for college undergraduates in the

southeast and south central regions of the country.

Over the past year, BAHR faculty have met with two students who completed a two-year

Associate of Arts (A.A.) degree in Preservation Trades from Belmont Technical College

in St. Clairsville, OH.  Both students are interested in completing Northwestern’s

four-year program with a concentration in historic preservation.  The University hopes to

establish a Cooperative Agreement with Belmont Technical College to facilitate their

graduates’ matriculation into the BAHR program.  Moreover, these students would

bolster graduation figures as they would enter Northwestern with 50-60 credit hours (on

average) to their credit.

STAFF SUMMARY

Twenty-three (23) current majors in the bachelor’s program in Heritage Resources, now in its

fourth year of implementation, indicates that enrollment is slowly increasing.   The first two

graduates of the program are expected later this year.  As satisfied students and program

graduates can be an excellent means of recruiting additional students into the program, the

existing population of BAHR majors may foster increased enrollment.  However, the institution

should continue to avail itself of every possible opportunity to recruit new students to the

University to become BAHR majors.  The staff again cautions that significant enrollment

increases will be necessary to prevent this program from future consideration in low completer

reviews.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

The staff recommends that the Academic and Student Affairs Committee receive the 2009

Progress Report from Northwestern State University relative to implementation of the

Bachelor of Arts program  in Heritage Resources.  A subsequent progress report addressing



program enrollment and completion shall be submitted to the Associate Commissioner for

Academic Affairs by May 1, 2010.


